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Newsletter Autumn 2, 2017

Visit our website www.cringlebrookprimary.org

This half term has been strongly focused on the children’s progress. We have held extremely well attended parent’s 
evenings where so many parents left expressing how proud they are of what their children are achieving. Along with 
Miss Chase, I have met each teacher to look closely at how each individual child is doing and we have set challenging 
targets for their progress this school year.

I have been so impressed with how ambitious each teacher is for your children to be the best they can be and would 
like to thank them for their hard work. Our motto of ‘Dream it achieve it!’ is so clear throughout the school!

Mrs Vyas

YEAR 1
Last half term the Year 1 topic was It’s Good to Be Me! The children loved recreating their own Andy Warhol pop art
portraits and the finished pieces were excellent! The children had to try really hard to create different tones with
their pencil and used mirrors to draw their portraits.
In history the children were so sensible when they had to think about their family and create a family tree. They
spoke about the fact that every family is special because they are different and unique. This helped the children to
understand the different ages and generations that can make up a family and led them to explore the differences
between past and present. The children had to use ICT to research the differences at first because when asked ‘what
toys did your parents play with as a child’ many of them answered iPads! They spent lots of time discussing what they
wanted to find out about their families’ childhoods.

YEAR 2
Last term the children really enjoyed the Roald Dahl topic and
made super pop outs from The Twits. They experimented with
different pop out mechanisms before choosing two to use in their
final pieces. They went on a 'Forest Schools' trip to the park and
worked as a team to collect resources to make a gigantic picture
of the Enormous Crocodile. They collected leaves and sticks of all
different sizes and then they used clay to make different sized
tortoises, like in the story of Esio Trot.

YEAR 4
Year 4 have made a fantastic start to the year. They have shown great
maturity as the oldest class in the school, particularly in their roles as PALs
and in helping to establish the routines with the new play equipment.
Their first topic was all about the Tudors. The children enjoyed a visit to
Ordsall Hall as part of the topic. It was a fantastic day where the children
were able to dress up in traditional Tudor clothing whilst in the setting of
a Tudor building.
Last half-term the children also had a visit from Catherine from
Manchester University. She came in to do a workshop with the children
about Black History Month. Based on this, the children performed their
class assembly, helping to inform the rest of the school about the life of
Martin Luther King as well as some of the well-known objects created by
black inventors.
In addition, they attended a talk at Stockport Plaza with famous author
Cressida Cowell where she read an extract to the children from her brand-
new book. The children have been able to use this experience within their
English topic of authors and letters.

A WORD FROM THE CHAIR OF OUR LOCAL GOVERNNING BODY (LGB)
Hello from the governors! This year we will be concentrating on mentoring our new governors and also looking at
governor training and development. We will be looking at safeguarding and Equality processes and continuing to
support and monitor our outstanding school – Michele Latham, Chair of Cringle Brook, LGB.
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WISH YOU WERE HERE
This half term Year 2 will be learning about different
countries around the world, as well as finding out a little
bit about the countries that are important to the children
in the class. They will be reading and writing a selection of
stories from other cultures, including a Brazilian tale,
‘Where the Night Came From’, and an African story,
‘Handa’s Surprising Day’. They will be linking up with a
school in Pakistan and writing letters to them. They will
also be looking at the type of clothes that Handa wears
and experimenting with printing their own African
patterns.

HELPING HANDS
The Year 1 topic this half term is Helping Hands and the focus is on doctors, nurses, vets and people that work at the
post office. In their topic sessions the children will be investigating nurses then and now in history and comparing
the job. They will use ICT and first hand experiences to research and then will use what they know to create drama
pieces about life as a nurse in the past. In geography they will be learning about the local area and will also be
looking at maps and who helps us in the local area.

They have read a non-fiction book about doctors and have had an email from a real life nurse answering their
questions! The children have already written amazing leaflets about nurses.

NATURAL DISASTERS
This half term Year 3 is learning about natural disasters.
They have learnt lots of interesting facts about
volcanoes, floods and earthquakes. The children have
written a fantastic non-chronological report on what
they have learnt so far. In science they are learning
about rocks and soils which links really well with the
topic of natural disasters. The children have learnt
about the different types of rocks and will be making
their own fossils.

They are currently practising for their class assembly,
the children are working hard to practise their line and
are really excited to perform the play!

Preparations are already under way for the Christmas Performance and the children have been busy learning the
songs and some actions in class. They hope to perform these in an old people's home towards the end of term.

The children went on a trip to the park, to learn about habitats and
were hunting for different animals and creatures and their homes.

CHINA
The Year 4 topic for this half-term is China. The children
will be developing their atlas skills by locating China and
then identifying aspects of physical geography within the
country such as mountains and rivers. They will also look
at the pollution in major cities and discuss how people
can try to look after and improve the environment.

They are also lucky enough to be able to communicate
with the British School of Guangzhou, who will help them
to gain a greater understanding of what life is like in
China! They will be using the app ‘Padlet’ to exchange
key information between the two schools. Additionally,
the children are really looking forward to visiting a
Chinese restaurant in China town to experience some
Chinese cuisine!

MONSTERS AND MAGIC
This half term the Reception topic is Monsters and
Magic. They will be reading the stories, ‘Room on the
Broom’ and ‘The Gruffalo’. They have enjoyed dressing
up as witches and wizards and making up their own
magic spells. The home area has been transformed
into a witches kitchen and the children have enjoyed
pretending to make dinner in the cauldrons. They have
also been writing their own fabulous potions and
making them in the outdoor kitchen.

In maths, the children have been finding out about patterns and have made some fabulous ones on the peg boards 
and after reading the story ‘Aliens love Underpants’ they even designed their own patterned underpants! Later this 
half term, they will be making their own junk model scary monsters and will be turning the witches kitchen into 
Santa’s workshop. 

If you are worried about managing over the Christmas holidays there are people and agencies who may be able 
to help with Christmas gifts for your children and food during the school holidays. You can approach Clare Pitts in 
confidence in school or on 07794481095 or the deputy heads of school for more information.
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